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DRAFT
Minutes of the meeting of Annual Poynings Parish Assembly Meeting held in the Village Hall on 

Tuesday 8th May 2018 at 7.30pm

Present:




Ms Sheila Marshall
Mr Nigel Evans
Miss Sandra Slinger




Mr Colin Warburton
- Clerk to the Council
Joy Dennis – County Councillor
Colin Trumble - District Councillor

18 members of the public attended
1. Outgoing Chairman’s report
I was originally co-opted onto the Parish Council seven years ago and in 2015 took over the role of Chairman with a full team comprising of Jake Richards, John Digby, Sheila Marshall and Matt Cutress.  

More recently Jan Nichols and Nigel Evans were co-opted to fill vacancies.  It is now time for me to step back from the council but will still be committed to the village.

The Parish Council has been at full strength for the last few months.  I expect our new council will co-opt two more villagers to bring the council up to strength again, so they can continue to effectively care for the area.  

It has been a busy four years.  We were deeply involved in preventing the further destruction of Pondtail Wood and liaising with the National Park.  The Parish Council acted as a central reporting point until the National Park took the lead to work with the Environment Agency, Local Authority and Forestry Commission.  

Flood protection work has been carried out with grants from WSCC.  This includes; repair of drains, renewal of tarmac paths and making and maintaining drainage ditches.  The council is likely to continue to seek additional funding to continue this work.

Crossways roundabout has been fully restored and has been showing its spring flowers.  There is a need to employ someone to keep it weed free.  A new traditional finger post is due to be installed near the roundabout.  

The church yard has had brambles removed, the path resurfaced, and a new shed provided.  We have linked with the church and village hall trustees and have purchased a set of 9 folding tables for use at the Church Fete and other village events.  

Arrangements are in hand for maintenance work at Cora’s Corner.  This includes the loose flagstones and the overgrowing ivy.

A Defibrillator was installed at the garage phone box and three training courses have been provided.  

There is a core of volunteers who offer to help maintain the village.  

The Parish Council has supported and helped pay for improvements to the children’s playground and the installation of the outside table tennis table which is used by residents in both Poynings and Fulking.  

Cycle racks are due to be installed at the roundabout Bus Stop and it is hoped to have another at the Playing Field.  

I would like to thank past and present councillors for their work and also our Parish Clerk, Colin, who in addition to his clerking duties, maintains the Parish Council website and has done so for many years. 

Behind the scenes the Parish Council has become compliant with regulations on the transparency of its work and the General Data Protection Regulation.  Councillors and Clerk have attended training courses.  I have gained much from Networking Days with other Chairs of Parish Councils. 

I thank our District Councillors, Colin Trumble, Anthony Watts-Williams and John Wilkinson for their commitment and help to the village.  Anthony and John did not retain their seats in the District election. Joy Dennis is our County Councillor and has been effective in looking after our local concerns.   I wish the new Chair and councillors well. 

It has been interesting to be on the council and I recommend the role to others in the village.

Mike Airey.

2. MSDC and WSCC
WSCC – Joy Dennis
There was a fatal accident on the Saddlescombe road recently with a car and motorcycle.
There are a lot of Road works planned in Burgess Hill.
The SID is available again, the Clerk is to advise when the post is installed.
There is a meeting about the Mayfield Plan on the 14th June in Henfield with N Soames and N Herbert to speak against the development. JD urges as many people as possible to attend.
MSDC – Colin Trumble
CT wishes AWW and JW the best and looks forward to working with the new MSDC councillors. 
He will help with the Downmere Barn Planning Appeal where possible.
MSDC is not looking for any additional housing as they already have enough land to fulfil their plan so will oppose the Mayfield development as they have done consistently. 
If it did go ahead, although it is mainly on Horsham DC land (who are more sympathetic) the infrastructure would be on MSDC land and they have a duty to co-operate.

3. Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air ambulance Talk
Simon Norris-Jones gave an interesting talk with slides on the work that the Charity does supporting the Medical services in the three counties. There work relies completely on donations and with high operating costs with keeping two helicopters, crew and medical staff available at all times.
They provide a vital service across Kent, Surrey and Sussex and fly 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, delivering emergency care at the scene of trauma and medical emergencies.

£70 was raised on the day by villagers at the meeting.

4. Open Forum

M Johnson mentioned that road signs were missing. The Clerk says that this will ne reported. SM said that they were looking to set up a Traffic and Footpath group, to discuss at the next meeting. MA suggested that the Council look at the Climate change initiative that Local councils are looking into.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.00
Refreshments followed
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