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Minutes of the meeting of Poynings Parish Council held in the Village Hall on 

Monday 31st January 2022 at 7.00pm

Present:
John Digby
Chairman


Neville Searle
Michael Crowther
Fiona Weir

Colin Warburton - Clerk to the Council
Joy Dennis – County Councillor
Rodney Jackson - District Councillor
7 members of the public attended
1. Apologies
Paula Seager, other commitments. Allison Bennett, other engagement. 
2. Minutes
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as circulated, were agreed and duly signed by the chairman.
3. Matters arising
JD asked if there was any news on Shepherds Hey planning application. Clerk advised that it is still in progress
4. MSDC and WSCC
Rodney Jackson – There has been an increase of £4.95 (2.8%) on MSDC rates (Band D)

The district plan is being reviewed and is on hold.

SDNP are also receiving their Housing/district plan
JD complained that the rubbish on the A23 is not acceptable. RJ to investigate.
Joy Dennis – Even though income has reduced services are not being increased and jet pressure/gully emptying is increasing.
There are to be 3 more highway stewards.
Litter picking is to be increased.
Poynings Road to be re-surfaced
TRO (Traffic Road Orders) are now a rolling 3 months instead of 1 year. The Clerk asked why the TRO to reduce the speed limit to 20mph was rejected because the speed trial showed cars were travelling, on average, over 24mph. This seems to be contrary to logic. JD advised that she is looking into this.
A24 and Clayton Hill are having trees removed due to Ash Die Back.

5. Public Participation
Jan N advised the council that there is an informal group in Poynings and surrounding villages that are setting up a community energy group to help the local village communities transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy. They have contacted a not for profit organisation ”BHESCO” and have met with their CEO who advised them to apply for a £40K grant. Part of the application would need support from the Parish Council(s), they do not to need to be actively involved.
MC questioned the suitability of one of the directors of BHESCO.
The council unanimously agreed “in principle” to support the initiative.

6. Expenditure for October 2021 and November 2021
The following amounts have been paid for October 2021 and November 2021
Date

Payee







Amount
18/10/21
Stationary






£24.77
18/10/21
M Brennan Cemetery Grass cutting



£180.00
18/10/21
Clerk wages Sept - Oct 2021



£750.54

18/10/21
HRMC







£82.80

18/10/21
Castle Water






£25.74









TOTAL
£1,063.85

Receipts for October 2021 and November 2021

Date

Payee







Amount









TOTAL
£0
This was unanimously agreed
7. Planning Applications
a. Dyke Farm House The Street Poynings BN45 7AQ

SDNP/22/00121/TCA | Notification of intention for light pruning on overhanging branches to reduce excessive shading/light obstruction on 1 no. Mature Ash (T7). | 

No objection
b. Aviation House.  Poynings BN45 7AQ

SDNP/21/06370/PRE | Retained employment floorspace (441sqm) divided into two units with flexible space and erection of 5 flats (4 x 2 bed and 1 x 1 bed) including a revised parking layout. https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=R4IIC1TU0OQ00&activeTab=summary 

The council objects to this PRE-application for the following reasons:
Concern was expressed that the proposed building design would result in the unacceptable

overlooking of the adjoining residential properties from the first floor flats.

The increased height and bulk of the proposed building at the eastern end of the development would be overly dominant and visually intrusive.

The proposed flats are substandard in terms of floor area, access and also lack any external amenity space.

Car parking shown is inadequate and is likely to result in further off site, on street parking leading to potentially dangerous congestion and obstruction to road traffic.

Existing rights of access and car parking enjoyed by adjoining residents appear to have been compromised.

The ‘red line’ site boundary is inconsistently shown on the plans.
c. Wilton House The Street Poynings BN45 7AQ

SDNP/21/06323/LDE | Commencement of underground drainage for approved extension planning ref: SDNP/20/00832/HOUS (Amended under: SDNP/20/03137/NMA) 
No objection 

d. Pondtail Wood Muddleswood Road Albourne West Sussex.

SDNP/21/05567/FUL | Erection of a barn for the storage of forestry equipment and machinery and dry storage of materials produced on site
Decision. Application refused 

8. SDNP Planning process
Frustration was expressed concerning the time taken to process planning applications. More liaison with the Parish Council at the early stages in considering planning applications was suggested to help avoid protracted disputes and delays. 
Concern was expressed at the over rigorous requests for additional information and reports, especially with regard to small low impact applications leading to considerable and disproportionate expenditure by applicants. RJ to investigate.
9. Village signs
The clerk advised the council that there has been a request by a member of the public about the speed of cars near horses and could signs asking drivers to slow down for horses signs to be put up.
The council felt that there are too many signs already in a rural environment and it was not felt it would make any difference. Highways studies have shown that the more signs are put up the less people read them. It was unanimously agreed not to put in a request to WSCC Highways to install them.
The Poynings sign at the west of the village and the Mill Lane sign has disappeared. Clerk to report this to highways.
10. Queens Jubilee 2022
FW advised that the Lee family has said that the Blacksmiths field can be used. The PC to decide if this is the best location.
A piper has been booked
Clerk to advise on local bands and FW will book (Straw dogs and Tina’s band).
To look into grants
11. Fibre broadband
The clerk advised that the target for a grant for Fibre Broadband has reached 97% of its target.
12. Dog walking
JD advised that, due to some disagreements among residents/dog walkers, he has been in touch with Chris Oakley at MSDC to find out where the Parish Council stands on this. He has been advised that the PC has no powers to control dogs. There is no law that dogs must be on a leash or muzzled, in this area. If there is a problem with dogs the owners or people involved should contact the PSPO and if there is abuse by dog owners, the police.
13. Precept 2022 – 2023
The clerk has previously circulated the precept suggestion and proposed budget to all councillors, who confirmed that they had read this.
It was unanimously agreed to raise the precept to £7,200. This is a 4.25% increase or a 2.12% increase on Band D to balance the budget.
It was also agreed to raise the Concurrent (graveyard) to £805 to keep in line with costs.
14. Items for next month’s Agenda
Dark skies
15. Date for next month’s meeting
Wednesday. March 2nd

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.35pm
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