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DRAFT


Minutes of the meeting of Poynings Parish Council held in the Village Hall on 

Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.00pm

Present:
John Digby
Chairman
Michael Crowther   Vice Chairman
Janice Scott
Andrew Delaney
Bethany Roney

Colin Warburton - Clerk to the Council
Geoff Zeidler – MSDC.
7 members of the public attended.

1. Apologies
None
2. Minutes of last meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting, as circulated, were unanimously agreed, and duly signed by the Chairman.
3. Matters arising
None
4. MSDC and WSCC
Geoff Zeidler – MSDC. 
The next MSDC Council meeting is on 26th February. The previous meeting had minimal decisions, with ongoing focus on Councillor consultation regarding the 2025 Budget and Business Plan. Three working group meetings on the Sustainable Economy Strategy have been held, aiming to clarify the objectives. There’s an effort to integrate Carbon Literacy proposals for a residents capture tool, with support from residents.
Planning:
All Action Items from the Inspector have been addressed before Christmas; MSDC is awaiting the Inspector’s report on Stage 1 and next steps. The NPPF update (12th December) introduces a new housing target for Mid Sussex: 1356 dwellings per year, up from 1039. A mandatory 5-year land supply is reintroduced. Transition arrangements: If the current plan is approved, it will remain valid for 5 years before higher targets apply.
Devolution: There’s potential for a major shift in governance, with MSDC and WSCC potentially merging into a unitary authority led by a mayor. This could impact housing decisions, particularly in areas near Brighton. A meeting with AD Planning & Sustainable Environment regarding Planning Conditions, Enforcement, and local development impacts is scheduled for 24th January. Input on relevant examples is still welcomed.
By 10th January, the Council will decide if it will apply for the first round of devolution. Results will be known by the end of January. The County Council elections in May will depend on the Government’s devolution decision.
5. Public Participation
None
6. Expenditure for Aug 2024 and Sept 2024
Date


Payee







Amount

04/09/2024

Chairman Expenses Village Party 2024


£175.00
04/09/2024

Clerks Wages July- Aug 2024



£740.68
04/09/2024

HMRC July – Aug 2024 




£176.00
04/09/2024

Clerk expenses Village Party



£578.99
04/09/2024

Oakland Elect. Defib





£90.00
04/09/2024

M Brennan – Grass cutting – Inv 9-10-11-12-13

£550.00










TOTAL
£2,310.67 
Receipts for Aug 2024 and Sept 2024

Date

Payee







Amount
13/08/2024

VAT Refund 2023-2024





£165.99
30/9/22024

6 months Precept and Concurrent



£4,549.00








TOTAL
£4714.99
This was unanimously agreed.
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Planning Applications
SDNP/24/05059/LDP | Use of the land as a recreational campsite for not more than 60 days in total in the calendar year 2025. There are not more than 50 pitches. | The Springs Edburton Road Edburton BN5 9LN 
After a lengthy discussion, It was proposed by MC and Seconded by JD and unanimously agreed that the Parish council would object for the following reasons.

Section 1 Ecology & Water Quality concerns

Location of Springs







Important to note location of camping field is no more than 35m away from chalk spring.

Camping near a chalk spring can have significant negative impacts on water quality and the surrounding ecology if not managed responsibly. Below is a basic outline of potential issues:

Negative Impacts on Water Quality

1. Chemical Contamination

· Soaps and Detergents: Even biodegradable products can harm aquatic ecosystems if they enter the spring.

· Human Waste: Improper disposal of waste can introduce pathogens, nitrates, and phosphates into the water, leading to pollution and eutrophication.

· Fuel and Oils: Spillage from camping stoves or generators can contaminate the water.

2. Sedimentation

· Trampling of vegetation and soil near the spring can lead to erosion, increasing sediment in the water. This can cloud the water, harm aquatic organisms, and disrupt the natural filtration process.

3. Thermal Pollution

· Removing vegetation near the spring can expose the water to direct sunlight, increasing its temperature and altering the delicate balance required for many species.

4. Nutrient Overloading

· Food waste or unintentional spillage can introduce excess nutrients into the water, promoting algal blooms that deplete oxygen levels and harm aquatic life.

Negative Impacts on Ecology

1. Habitat Destruction

· Chalk springs are home to specialized species of plants, invertebrates, and fish that thrive in clear, mineral-rich water. Trampling and camping activities can destroy these habitats.

2. Wildlife Disturbance

· Noise, lights, and human presence can scare off wildlife, disrupt breeding patterns, and force animals to relocate, which can have cascading effects on the ecosystem.

3. Introduction of Invasive Species

· Campers might unintentionally introduce non-native species (e.g., seeds on clothing or equipment) that outcompete native flora and fauna.

4. Alteration of Natural Flow

· Building temporary structures or placing equipment in or near the spring could alter the natural water flow, impacting downstream ecosystems.

5. Reduction in Biodiversity

· Chalk springs support rare and sensitive species, such as freshwater shrimps, caddisflies, and specific fish like brown trout. Human interference can lead to a decline in these populations.

Camping next to a chalk stream can negatively impact water quality and the surrounding ecology due to the sensitivity of these rare ecosystems. Below is a basic outline of the potential consequences:

Negative Impacts on Water Quality

1 Nutrient Pollution

· Human Waste: Improper disposal can introduce nitrogen and phosphorus into the stream, leading to eutrophication. This can cause algal blooms that reduce oxygen levels and harm aquatic life.

· Food Waste: Leftover food can decompose in the water, further contributing to nutrient overloading.

2 Chemical Contamination

· Soaps and Detergents: Washing near the stream introduces harmful chemicals that can disrupt the delicate balance of the ecosystem.

· Fuel and Oils: Spills from camping stoves or lanterns can contaminate the water and harm aquatic organisms.

3 Sedimentation

· Trampling of streambanks by campers can lead to soil erosion, increasing sediment in the water. This reduces water clarity, clogs fish gills, and smothers aquatic vegetation.

4 Pathogen Introduction

· Human and pet waste can introduce harmful bacteria and viruses, such as E. coli, into the water, posing risks to both wildlife and downstream users.

5 Temperature Alteration

· Removal of riparian vegetation for campsite setup can expose the stream to more sunlight, increasing water temperatures. This can be detrimental to species like brown trout that require cool, oxygen-rich water.

Negative Impacts on Ecology

1. Habitat Destruction

· Trampling and Soil Compaction: Campers walking on streambanks can destroy vegetation, destabilize the banks, and reduce habitat for insects, amphibians, and other species.

· Disturbance to Aquatic Plants: Sensitive aquatic plants, like water crowfoot, may be uprooted or damaged by increased activity.

2. Wildlife Disturbance

· Fish and Invertebrates: Noise, vibrations, and light pollution can disturb fish and aquatic insects, disrupting feeding and breeding behaviours.

· Birds and Mammals: Species like kingfishers and water voles may abandon the area due to human presence.

3. Introduction of Invasive Species

· Campers may inadvertently introduce invasive plants or animals via clothing, equipment, or vehicles, which can outcompete native species and disrupt the ecosystem.

4. Alteration of Stream Flow

· Activities such as building temporary dams or diverting water for campsite use can disrupt the natural flow, affecting habitats downstream.

5. Loss of Biodiversity

· Chalk streams are home to rare and sensitive species, including freshwater shrimp, caddisflies, and fish like brown trout. Habitat degradation and pollution can lead to population declines or local extinctions.

Legislation:

Undertaking groundwork near a chalk spring in the UK requires careful consideration of environmental regulations and potential impacts on sensitive ecosystems. Key legislative and regulatory aspects to consider include:

Environmental Protection

· Water Framework Directive (WFD): This EU directive, retained in UK law post- Brexit, aims to protect and enhance the quality of water bodies, including chalk springs. Any activity that could affect the ecological or chemical status of these waters must comply with WFD objectives.

· Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR): In England, the EPR require permits for activities that may pollute watercourses or groundwater. Groundworks near a chalk spring may necessitate an environmental permit from the Environment Agency to ensure that the activity does not harm water quality.

Groundwater Source Protection

· Source Protection Zones (SPZs): The Environment Agency designates SPZs to safeguard groundwater sources used for public drinking water. Chalk springs often fall within these zones due to their significance. Conducting groundworks within an SPZ may require additional assessments and adherence to stricter controls to prevent contamination.

Planning and Development Control

· Town and Country Planning Act 1990: This act mandates that any development, including groundworks near environmentally sensitive areas like chalk springs, must obtain planning permission from the local planning authority. The planning process will consider potential environmental impacts, and conditions may be imposed to mitigate harm.

· Building Regulations: Compliance with building regulations is essential, particularly concerning foundations and drainage systems near water bodies. Specific guidance exists for construction in chalk areas to prevent issues like erosion and groundwater contamination.

Conservation Designations

· Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs): Many chalk springs are designated as SSSIs due to their ecological importance. Undertaking groundworks within or near an SSSI requires consent from Natural England, and unauthorized activities can lead to legal penalties.

Best Practices

· Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): For significant projects, conducting an EIA may be mandatory to evaluate potential effects on the environment, including water resources.

· Consultation with Regulatory Bodies: Engaging early with the Environment Agency, local planning authorities, and Natural England can provide clarity on necessary permissions and help ensure compliance with all relevant legislation.

Given the complexity of regulations surrounding groundworks near chalk springs, it is advisable to seek professional advice and consult directly with the appropriate regulatory bodies to ensure all legal requirements are met and environmental impacts are minimized.

Section 2. Other considerations
· The 1949 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act prioritizes conservation in National Parks, with the Sandford Principle stating that conservation must take precedence over public enjoyment when there is conflict.

· The proposal to build a campsite in the South Downs National Park (SDNP) conflicts with conservation goals and justifies the use of an Article 4 Direction to remove permitted development rights and ensure proper planning oversight.

2. South Downs Local Plan and Bramber Local Plan:

· The campsite proposal violates several policies in the South Downs Local Plan 2017 (e.g., tranquillity, dark skies, safeguarding views, sustainable tourism) and Bramber Neighbourhood Plan (protection of small hamlets like Edburton).

· Edburton’s lack of infrastructure and its rural character make it unsuitable for such a development.

3. Environmental and Visual Impacts:

· The proposed campsite threatens the SDNP’s dark skies and tranquillity (identified in the 2017 Tranquillity Study).

· It would introduce noise, air pollution, and visual degradation to protected viewpoints, including Edburton Hill and Devil’s Dyke, which are vital observation points for the National Park.

4. Heritage and Character Impact:

· Edburton is a historic hamlet with Grade I and II listed buildings, conservation areas, and a nationally designated landscape.

· The proposed development, close to listed buildings, risks damaging the heritage setting and cultural character of the area, breaching planning acts meant to preserve such sites.

5. Access and Safety:

· The access route to the campsite is narrow, unsafe, and congested, exacerbating risks to pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists.

· Current infrastructure cannot handle the increased traffic, particularly the influx of campers and their need to travel to amenities.

· Although the pitches are for a limited time, they are likely to generate additional traffic and parking demand during already congested periods, which has not been adequately considered. The vehicles involved are likely to be SPV’s and towing caravans which are not suitable for the narrow roads.

6. Sewage and Water Neutrality:

· The sewage system is inadequate for the proposed number of users, raising concerns about environmental impact and public health.

· The development does not demonstrate compliance with water neutrality requirements and may risk groundwater contamination.

· The existing shared private waste treatment plant is not sized for this additional demand resulting in potential overflow into Edburton Stream which is known to support wildlife including nightingales, cuckoos and possibly great crested newts in the pond on the site which feeds into this stream.

7. Unauthorised Work and Environmental Breaches:

· Unauthorized work has already taken place on the site, including the removal of a protected hedgerow, which threatens biodiversity and ecological corridors (e.g., bat colonies).

· The lack of an ecological survey and breaches of the Wildlife and Countryside Act further undermine the proposal's legitimacy.

· There is a specific concern about developments in the South Downs National Park (SDNP). If any development starts before receiving planning permission, it raises doubts about the integrity and respect for the unique nature of the SDNP. This behaviour suggests that developers may not operate responsibly within the SDNP.

8. Biodiversity and Legal Compliance:

· The proposal does not comply with the Environment Act 2021’s requirement for biodiversity net gain.

· It violates laws protecting habitats and species, and the ecological impacts of the unauthorized works have not been addressed.

9. Permitted Development Rights and Agricultural Exemption:

· The development misuses the 2023 Permitted Development Rights amendment, as it does not qualify for agricultural exemptions, given it is not tied to agricultural use.

10. Sustainable Tourism and Cumulative Impact:

· The SDNP already hosts a sufficient number of campsites. The cumulative impact of adding another campsite is deemed unsustainable, as the proposal does not meet real demand.

11. Planning Policies:

· The development contravenes various planning policies, risks irreversible harm to the SDNP’s natural and cultural assets, and involves unauthorised works undermining legal protections.

· An Article 4 Direction is essential to ensure future development on this site goes through a full planning process, protecting the SDNP's integrity.

12. Policy on Economic Growth and Visitor Stays
: MSDC (Mid Sussex District Council) supports promoting economic growth and overnight visitor stays, but the site in question is not suitable for such development.

7. Asset register. Unanimously agreed and duly signed and dated by the chairman and clerk.
Standing orders. Unanimously agreed and duly signed and dated by the chairman and clerk.
Code of Conduct. Unanimously agreed and duly signed and dated by the chairman and clerk.
Risk assessment. Unanimously agreed and duly signed and dated by the chairman and clerk.
Financial Risk assessment. Unanimously agreed and duly signed and dated by the chairman and clerk.
8. Budget/Precept 2025-2026
After discussion it was unanimously agreed to raise the precept by 7% to balance the budget. As the Tax base has increased from 131.9 to 137.6 this means that the increase to residents would be 2.57% which is less than Decembers inflation. Also, the graveyard concurrent to be increased by £23 pa to cover increased maintenance costs. It was agreed that the cemetery wall needs to be replaced/repaired and that PC reserves may be needed.
9. Annual Parish Meeting. 
Clerk to see if a talk on the use of the Dyke in WW1 could be arranged. If anyone else has any ideas can they contact the clerk within a week as speakers tend to be booked eary
10. Village Party 
It was agreed to have a village party again and it would be on Saturday 12th July. It was felt that the party should make a profit, BR said she can find a band at little or no cost as that is one of the biggest expenditures.
11. Village Hall update / events / equipment
JD advised the council that there was a meeting this morning with representatives of the PC, Village hall trustees, friends of the village hall and Action in rural Sussex. This was very useful to see how the challenges of running the hall without a regular income can be overcome. Action in rural Sussex were very knowledgeable about the legal aspects and day to day running of a Hall and long-term goals and grants. It was agreed at the meeting that more trustees from other groups were needed. JD asked the clerk to liaise with the trustees so that they will have their AGM, to appoint more trustees, after our meeting in March. Also, on open day a week after the PC meeting.  JD also asked the councillors and member of the public to give some thought to becoming a trustee.
The clerk advised the PC of the events in the hall that have been requested for the year. Hamlet has been confirmed and the others should be getting back to see if they are available.
25th January  (or possibly early Feb) Chilli night.
12th April
Lily Ramona is nothing short of Alt Folk Royalty If you love Suzanne Vega, or Joni Mitchell, Lily will surely captivate your ears. As a member of the Joe Boyd endorsed HANK DOGS (Nick Drake, Vashti Bunyan, REM, John Martin) she toured all over, including the US with Joan Baez. Joe said the Hank Dogs were "the first British act he'd loved in 30 Years". Now an established artist in her own right, Lily is often compared to Joni Mitchell, Beth Orton and Suzanne Vega. Captivating audiences by creating a sound which is both traditional and modern. Her vocals embody a freshness and natural charm that reflect a pure love of melody and the joy of singing. With a nod to traditional and technical aspects of the Folk genre, her playing retains a real freshness and abandonment which is a perfect compliment to her vocals. 
9th May
Hamlet. The most moving and memorable Shakespeare you'll see this year. A brand new one person Hamlet. 90 minutes straight through. Unlike any Hamlet you have seen before. Director Fiona Laird (RSC, National Theatre, WNO, West End and Broadway) and actor Mark Lockyer (RSC, The Globe, National, Bristol Old Vic) have produced the most gripping new version of Hamlet. Preserving Shakespeare's lines and phrases we love so well but bringing fresh eyes to it through the company's deep understanding of the characters and their psychological drivers. With standing ovations at its preview performances, it will leave you moved and awed. Mark Lockyer has been described as 'the best classical actor that got away'. Mark's theatre credits include major roles in The Alchemist, The Tempest, Romeo and Juliet, King Lear, and The Taming of the Shrew all at the Royal Shakespeare company, Laertes in Hamlet at the Globe (dir. Mark Rylance), Malvolio in Twelfth Night at the Bristol Old Vic, and Good, Theatre of Blood, Bartholemew Fair, and Fuente Ovejuna at the National Theatre.
13th Sept
Victor and Albert - Purveyors of Fine Musical Comedy A two-man musical comedy variety show brought kicking and screaming into the 21st Century. Join identical twins Professor Victor and Dr Albert for an evening of riotous comedy, audience interaction, original songs, games, mayhem and a sprinkling of magic. A good old-fashioned feel-good, two-man variety show brought kicking and screaming into the 21st Century: audiences agree that it is an immense amount of fun from start to finish: 'An excellent evening of musical comedy. The material was original and the timing perfect... It was great to hear everyone in the Village Hall laughing and having a great evening.' Audience Member 'We all agreed we hadn't laughed so much in years!' Audience Member. 
11th Oct
Elsa Jean McTaggart. An epic musical and visual journey through the Highlands and islands of Scotland.  Hebridean Fire and Caledonia from renowned multi-instrumentalists Elsa Jean McTaggart and Gary Lister from the Isle of Lewis.  Hebridean Fire - Taking you on an eclectic musical journey through the Highlands and islands of Scotland past and present with soulful laments to high energy, beautifully arranged sets of jigs, reels, and traditional (also Gaelic). Plus, original songs with plenty of laughter, joy and warmth. The show will include stories and will take you on a visual journey through the Highlands and islands of Scotland. Caledonia - Highly skilled Scottish duo Elsa McTaggart and Gary Lister bring you the best of Scotland's folk and Celtic music. With their warmth and laughter, they create an atmosphere of ceilidh and craic, introducing music of old and threading it through modern arrangements and compositions with their many Celtic instruments and styles. Interspersed with storytelling and video footage, this is another gem of a show which will not disappoint. 

The clerk advised that June, July and August aren’t good for indoor community events as tend not to be well attended. Also, there will be the church fete in June, Poynings Party in July and a lot of people are away in August. Also advised not to put too many on. Fill in with other events as others have suggested.

Possible equipment needed:
Blackout blinds, must have for Hamlet.
Projector and screen (Film nights?)
Sound system
12. Car parking
Car parking in the Street and near the Village Hall was discussed as events in the village hall may lead to an increase in traffic. It was noted that finding more spaces would be difficult an one solution would be to increase the size of the existing car park and mark spaces. JS commented that people park in the pub car park even if not customers. She is thinking about putting a barrier up to stop this but is aware that this could make the situation worse on the roads. It was suggested that putting in an application to use the overfill carpark for more days may help. Subject to seeing the application, the council felt they couldn’t see any reason to object to that. 
13. Items for next month’s Agenda
Cemetery fees. New VH trustees. Events
14. Date of next month’s Meeting
It was agreed to move the date from the 5th of March to the 12th March
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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